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5. Management of water resources - demand for 

water in the country is outstripping supply, leading 

to serious water shortages and unsustainable drawal 

of ground water in many parts of the country. 

Whereas we increase the amount of water that is 

effectively available, the real solution lies in 

increasing the efficiency of water use. At present, 

almost 80% of our water is used in agriculture, and it 

is used very inefficiently. Water use in agriculture 

can be cut to half with known technology, e.g., by 

switching from flood irrigation of paddy to SRI. 

Water availability can be improved by treating 

sewage water before it enters our fresh water system. 

At present, only about 30% of sewage water is 

treated. There are similar problems with industrial 

effluents. With urbanisation and industrialisation set 

to accelerate, these pressures on our fresh water 

systems will increase. Corrective action in all these 

areas lies largely in the domain of state 

governments. The Approach paper called for a 



comprehensive re-examination of water policy 

including changes in the laws. It also calls for 

empowered water regulatory authorities which can 

ensure effective allocation of water to different uses 

and also different areas. Some States have 

introduced innovative schemes for rational use of 

water by involving farmers actively. Future 

assistance under AIBP should be linked to moves 

which ensure more rational use of water. 

6. Improve implementation of Plan schemes on the 

ground. Over the past several years, we have greatly 

expanded the volume of resources devoted to 

various flagship programmes in health, education, 

clean drinking water, sanitation, area development 

programme, etc. The while these schemes focus on 

the right areas, their implementation leaves a great 

deal to be desired. Report of the Chaturvedi 

Committee made a number of recommendations on 

the need for streamlining the centrally sponsored 

schemes. Ways of improving governance, promoting 

innovation, extending e-governance to the panchayat 

level, introducing transparency in government 

programmes and use of the UID number combined 

with the benefits of IT become areas of priority. The 

Aadhar platform can be used to improve efficiency 



in many of these programmes. The Central Plan 

Scheme Monitoring System will be used to serve as 

a management information and decision support 

system which will enable tracking of the Central 

government disbursements under a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme. There is a need to track funds 

from the State Governments down through different 

levels in the state Government to the final 

expenditure incurred at the implementing level. 

 


